
North America 
 
New York 
 
Cadwallader Colden (7 February 1688 – 20 September 1776) was a physician, farmer, surveyor, botanist, and a lieutenant 
governor for the Province of New York. 
 
Jane Colden (March 27, 1724 – March 10, 1766) was an American botanist described as the "first botanist of her sex in her 
country" by Asa Gray in 1843. Contemporary scholarship maintains that she was the first female botanist working in America. 
Colden was born in New York City, her father Cadwallader Colden was a physician who trained at the University of 
Edinburgh and became involved in the politics and management of New York after arriving in the city. She was educated at 
home and her father provided her with botanical training following the new system of classification developed by Carolus 
Linnaeus. 
 
Philadelphia 
 
Benjamin Franklin (January 17, 1706 [O.S. January 6, 1705[1]] – April 17, 1790) was one of the Founding Fathers of the 
United States. A noted polymath, Franklin was a leading author and printer, political theorist, politician, postmaster, scientist, 
inventor, satirist, civic activist, statesman, and diplomat. As a scientist, he was a major figure in the American 
Enlightenment and the history of physics for his discoveries and theories regarding electricity.  
 
John Bartram (23 March [O.S. ] 1699, Darby, Pennsylvania - September 22, 1777, Philadelphia) was an 
early American botanist, horticulturalist and explorer. Carolus Linnaeus said he was the "greatest natural botanist in the 
world."[2] 
Bartram was born into a Quaker farm family in colonial Pennsylvania. He considered himself a plain farmer, with no formal 
education beyond the local school. He had a lifelong interest in medicine and medicinal plants, and read widely. His botanical 
career started with a small area of his farm devoted to growing plants he found interesting; later he made contact with 
European botanists and gardeners interested in North American plants, and developed his hobby into a thriving business. 
He came to travel extensively in the eastern American colonies collecting plants. Many of his acquisitions were transported to 
collectors in Europe. In return, they supplied him with books and apparatus.[3] 
Bartram is considered[by whom?] the "father of American Botany", and was one of the first practicing Linnaean botanists in North 
America. His plant specimens were forwarded to Linnaeus, Dillenius and Gronovius, and he assisted Linnaeus' student Pehr 
Kalm during his extended collecting trip to North America in 1748-1750. 
His 8-acre (32,000 m2) botanic garden, Bartram's Garden in Kingsessing on the west bank of the Schuylkill, about 3 miles 
(5 km) from the center of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania is frequently cited as the first true botanic collection in North America. 
He was one of the co-founders, with Benjamin Franklin, of the American Philosophical Society in 1743.[5] 
 
 
William Bartram (April 20, 1739 – July 22, 1823) was an American naturalist and author of the book popularly known 
asTravels. The son of naturalist John Bartram, William Bartram was born in Kingsessing, Pennsylvania, near Philadelphia. As a 
boy, he accompanied his father on many of his travels, to the Catskill Mountains, the New Jersey Pine Barrens, New England, 
and Florida. From his mid teens, Bartram was noted for the quality of his botanic and ornithological drawings. He also had an 
increasing role in the maintenance of his father's botanic garden, and added many rare species to it. 
 
Charles Town, SC 
 
Dr Alexander Garden (1730 – 1791) is most famous as a botanist whose name lives on in the gardenia flower, though he was 
also a physician and zoologist. Born and educated in Scotland, he lived for many years in Charleston, South Carolina, using his 
spare time to study plants and living creatures, and sending specimens to the famous naturalist, Carolus Linnaeus. 
 
Garden was partner in a busy practice but still found time for his greatest enthusiasm. He collected and studied flora and fauna 
and parcelled them up to send to John Ellis, a merchant and zoologist in London, and to Carolus Linnaeus in Sweden, after 
discovering linnaean classification in 1754.  
 
England 
 
Peter Collinson (January 1694 – 11 August 1768) was a Fellow of the Royal Society, an avid gardener, and the middleman for 
an international exchange of scientific ideas in mid-18th century London. He is best known for his horticultural friendship 
with John Bartram and his correspondence with Benjamin Franklin about electricity. 
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Collinson maintained an extensive correspondence and was friendly with notable scientists in London and abroad including 
Sloane, Carolus Linnaeus, Gronovius, Dr. John Fothergill, Cadwallader Colden, and Benjamin Franklin. Collinson was a 
particular patron of the Philadelphia scientific community assisting the fledgling American Philosophical Society founded by 
Bartram and Franklin in 1743.  He instructed John Bartram in how to collect and dry plants. 
 
 
John Ellis FRS (c1710 - 15 October 1776) was an British linen merchant and naturalist. 
Ellis specialised in the study of corals. He was elected a member of the Royal Society in 1754 and in the following year 
published An essay towards the Natural History of the Corallines. He was awarded theCopley Medal in 1767. His A Natural 
History of Many Uncommon and Curious Zoophytes, written with Daniel Solander, was published posthumously in 1776. 
Ellis was appointed Royal Agent for West Florida in 1764 and for Dominica in 1770. He imported many seeds and plants into 
England from America, and corresponded with many botanists, including Carolus Linnaeus. His essay Directions for bringing 
over seeds and plants, from the East Indies.. (1770) included the first illustration of the Venus Flytrap. 
 
John Fothergill FRS (8 March 1712 – 26 December 1780) was an English physician, plant collector, philanthropist 
and Quaker. At Upton, near Stratford, he had an extensive botanical garden where he grew many rare plants obtained from 
various parts of the world (now West Ham Park).  He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1763. Patron of John 
Bartram. 
 
 
Scotland 
 
Charles Alston (1683 – 22 November 1760) was a Scottish botanist. Alston was born in Hamilton. In 1715 he went 
to Leyden to study under the Dutch physician Hermann Boerhaave. On his return to Scotland he became lecturer in materia 
medica and botany at Edinburgh and also superintendent of the botanical gardens. He was a critic of Linnaeus's system of 
plant classification. 
 
 
Robert Whytt (1714 in Edinburgh – 1766) MA St Andrews, 1730; MD Reims 1736; MD St Andrews, 1737; FRCPE Edinburgh, 
1738 and President, 1763-6; Professor of Theory of Medicine at the University of Edinburgh from 1747; FRS, 1752 [1] Whytt 
studied medicine at Edinburgh, Paris and Leyden. 
 
Sweden/Finland 
 
Carl Linnaeus (1707 -1778)  was a Swedish botanist, physician, and zoologist, who laid the foundations for the modern 
scheme of binomial nomenclature. He is known as the father of modern taxonomy, and is also considered one of the fathers of 
modern ecology. 
 
Pehr Kalm (March 6, 1716 – November 16, 1779) (in Finland also known as Pietari Kalm and in some English-language 
translations as Peter Kalm) was aSwedish-Finnish explorer, botanist, naturalist, and agricultural economist. He was one of 
most important apostles of Carl Linnaeus. Among his many accomplishments, Kalm can be credited for the first description 
of Niagara Falls written by someone trained as a scientist. 
 
Linnaeus sent Pehr Kalm to North America. There he spent two-and-a-half years studying the flora and fauna of Pennsylvania, 
New York, New Jersey and Canada. Linnaeus was overjoyed when Kalm returned, bringing back with him many pressed 
flowers and seeds. At least 90 of the 700 North American species described in Species Plantarum had been brought by Kalm  

 

Netherlands 
 
Jan Frederik Gronovius (also seen as Johann Frederik and Johannes Fredericus) (10 February 1686, Leiden - 10 July 1762, 
Leiden) was a Dutch botanist notable as a patron of Linnaeus.  John Clayton, a plant collector in Virginia sent him many 
specimens, as well as manuscript descriptions, in the 1730s. Without Clayton's knowledge, Gronovius used the material in 
his Flora Virginica (1739-1743, 2nd ed. 1762).  In 1737 Gronovius described the Transvaal daisy, naming it Gerbera. 
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